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(A United “UN” could 


contro! the Straits 


TODAY IT WOULD BE A COSMIC 
CLOWNING ACT! 


HE problem of the Dardanelles throws one more beam of lurid 
light on the novel conditions of anarchy which the world has 
reached to-day. The novelty consists in the existence of a some- 
thing called the United Nations, which we are officially warned not 


A Letter from Berlin 


The writer of the following article has good reason to know Berlin 


before, during and now, after the Nazi regime. 


under the name of Henry Holm. 


| yo is Democracy progress- 


ing in Germany? Few 
words are more used now jn 


ey 


Germany than democracy.” 
Not all mean the same by it. So let 
us agree first that we understand 
under “democracy ” a regime where 
those who hold some power, local, 
provincial, in the State or elsewhere 
are controlled by those who are under 
this power, and that equal rights are 
given to all without rerarding their 
race, religion or political opinions. 

Of the four occupying Powers, the 
Western Allies claim that the neces- 
sary control of the authorities by the 
people is tar from satisfactory in the 
Soviet Union, which, therefore, cannot 
be considered as a real democracy. 
The Russians, on the other hand, 
claim that in the control of those who 
have power in the economic secior of 
life they, in the Soviet Union, are 
more advanced than the capitalistic 
countries, and that equal rights are 
not given to Negroes, Malayans, ete., 
neither in USA nor in the British or 
French colonies. We who are de- 
pendent on all four Powers must avoid 
offending any of them: we must learn 
from all, 


“ Class-struggle ’”’ eliminated 

Democracy, we must admit, cannot 
be acquired in a few months, nor 
years. England has started her way 
towards it 700 years ago, and is, there- 
fore, more advanced on this path 
than the Russians, who started in 
1918, or we, who had to make a new 
‘start only last year. Now for this 
start: does it look promising? 
Generally, when a nation emerges out 
of a state of despotism or foreign 
occupation, two tendencies prevail: 

1) people flee to the extreme 

wings, right and left. 

2) many new prophets for unique 
solutions present themselves 
with the effect that the politica: 
life is split up into numerous 
parties. 

Fortunately, this is not the case in 
Germany. There is now no “extreme 
right” allowed in Germany, as_ all 
Nazi activities are strictly forbidden. 
So the impression that nobody is 
going that way cannot yet be con- 
sidered as a symptom of politicar 
discretion. As for the extreme left, 
neither can one say that the Com- 
munist Party has proved to be so over- 
whelmingly attractive, nor does it 


470 to come 
I THANK the thirty readers who 


have sent us half-guineas to pay 
the cost of supplying Peace News 
to fellow-readers in countries where 
they are debarred from paying for 
it themselves. 


But there are 500 copies to be paid for. We 
shall ge on supplying them in spite of the 
Grain on our slender resources, because we 
have learned by experience how much _ it 
means to the isolated and disheartened 
peace-lover on the Continent of Europe to 
receive Peace News. It encourages them 
not only by what it contains, but by the 
mtre fact of existence. 


A CTUALLY, the British Council would be 
<4 well advised to distribute a few thousand 
copies of Peace News in the countries which 
it seeks to educate into an appreciation of 
British liberty. Peace News is one of the 
few pieces of evidence that liberty was not 


wholly lost in the war that was fought to 
save it. 


Peace and Liberty: they live together and die 


apart. There will be no peace without 
liberty; and withcut liberty, no peace, Send 
your half-guinea to send that simple 


Message, once a week for a year, to people 
who are hungry for it. 
THE EDITOR. 


Contributions, £15 15s. 0d. 


Total for 1946: 


August 13-24: 
£421 13s. 0d. 


Please make cheques, ete., payable to Peace 
News. Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


He prefers to write 


show a radical trend itself. On the 
contrary, the once dominant word 
“class-struggle” has been eliminated 
from their vocabulary, silently and 
without being generally noticed. 


Flight to the centre 


The Christian Democrats, for their 
part, do not decline to collaborate with 
them; they even professed, not long 
ago, that the world of Liberalism was 
gone by and that this country could 
be reconstructed only on Socialist 
principles. So we see, there is no 
“ flight into the extremes,” but rather 
to the centre. Which is a_ good 
symptom of maturity in the Ger- 
man people. 

When Poland and Czechoslovakia 
became democracies after long periods 
of foreign domination and restricted 
political life, some 30 political parties 
sptang: up in each, with the efect thav 
conditions had to be formed by bar- 
gaining, and the Parliaments were 
always hampered by their activities. I 
had expected a similar thing would 
happen in Germany now. However, 
practically four political parties only 
are in existence. On the left, there 
are the Socialists and the Com- 
munists. A tendency exists to unite 
these two, which has been achieved, 
partly at least, in the Eastern zone. 

On the right, there are the Liberal 
Democrats and the Christian Demo- 
erats. Jt should not be too difficult 
to get them together also, and then, 
instead of a maze of 30 parties, there 
would remain two of them, as many 
as in USA and Britain; two countries 
considered models of advanced 
democratic public life. Not so bad. 

This favourable result has been 
achieved not only because the Ger- 
mans are now so reasonable. In fact, 
the Occupation Powers, that have to 
authorise the establishment of new 
parties, have restricted such activities 
a good deal, and we are thankful that 
they have. 


Unhappy episodes 


Yet the Occupation Authorities, in 
their certainly sincere desire to give 
us some education in what democracy 
means, were not always” very 
felicitous. Let me pass over what 
happened at the very beginning, when 
the foreign soldiers, after a ruthless 
war, under the influence of what they 
had seen in their destroyed countries 
and in the German concentration 
camps they had just liberated, in the 
excitement of victorv, committed out- 
rages against the civil population of 
the country that yesterday still was 
so haughty and now was so weak, 
outrages not easv to forget for those 
who suffered under them, especially 
women. I will not name those armies, 
where, in spite of the goodwill of the 
commanders, discipline simply slipped 
out of their hands. I am going to 
speak only of what is going on now, 
when the excitement is over. 

T read in an English paper, that it 
is not easy to teach democraey to a 
starving nation that is looking out 
for help to the older democracies. 1 
need say no more. 

T have seen an American film, in 
which the conquest of a Japanese 
island was shown. The film was a 
glorification of military virtues, air 
attacks, a naval bombardment, tanks 
advancing, excited soldiers in action 
at their machine suns, cavtured Japs, 
numerous bodies floating in the water, 
etc. The German public’s reaction 
was: ‘We have seen more than 
enouch of this ourselves, not far from 
our houses or even within them, we 
do not want to see anv more such stuff 
for the rest of our lives. Look at 
them, the “democrats”’—they are not 
better than we are.” I was glad to 
hear them talking so. 


To be concluded next week. 


to call the United Nations 
Organization (or UNO for 
short). This something com- 


pletely belies its name. 

If it were what it professes to be, 
the natural and obvious solution of 
the problem of the Straits would be 
to demilitarize and place them under 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


its control, and at the same time to 
make it the guarantor of Turkish in- 
dependence. But the United Nations 
is the disunited nations, so that to 
hand the Straits over to it would be 
to present the same problem on the 
same stage with the same _ per- 
formers—in ‘a cosmic clowning act, 
wherein the Powers and their satel- 
lites merely change their cardboard 
noses. 


What new equilibrium ? 


rPHE only practicable solution there- 
fore is to discover a new equi- 


librium of power. But to discover a 
new equilibrium of power is an 
appallingly dangerous proceeding to- 
day. For two chief reasons. _ First, 
because there is no commonly ack- 
nowledged principle of any kind to 
which appeal can be made to mitigate 
the naked power-struggle, as appeal 
could be made iin 1815 to the principle 
of dynastic “ legitimacy ” or in 1919 
to the right of nations to “ self-deter- 
mination.” Second, because there is 
‘now no calculus by which the military 
power of great nations can be 
measured. |The atom-~bomb and the 
secrecy of Russia have badly wpset 
that. 

The moral factor—a common idea 
of justice—is non-existent. The 
material factor—the estimate of the 
military power that can be applied— 
is become utterly variable. The con- 
sequence isia political chaos of a kind 
that the mind can hardly grasp at all. 
Chaos, I suppose, iis essentially tin- 
comprehensible. But to go on living 
in an ‘incomprehensible world will put 
an unbelievable strain on _ the 
remnants of human morality. There 
are, I am told, plenty of good men on 
the Continent of Europe today who 
are longing for America and Russia 
to get their military struggle over—a 
struggle which they believe to be in- 
evitable. 


Fifteen months after VE-day 


rPHAT is a terrible condition for 
civilized Europeans to be in. 
But honesty must admit that day by 
day it becomes more natural, in view 
of thefchastly war of nerves which is 
being waged in full view of the world 
at the “ Peace Conference.” The 
Observer (Aug. 25) reports: 

“The events of the past week have posed 
two fundamental questions: How strong is 
Russia? and How long can this go on? 

“On the second question there has heen a 
growing feeling in London that the present 
tension must lead fairly soon either to war 
or to a detente. And it is only the very 
pessimistic who seriously expect war this 
autumn.” 

Fifteen months after VE-Day, such 
language seems incredible. Is it anv 
wonder that many thousands of 
people on the continent of Europe 
who live in more immediate contact 
with the frightful tension than we 
English do, are waiting for the third 
world-war to begin, and feeling that 
the sooner it begins the better. 


The new ultimatum 
[J LTIMATUMS to Jugoslavia have 


an ominous history. But how 
rrofcundly Rurope hag changed since 
the Austro-Hungarian ultimatum to 
Serbia unleashed the war of 1914! 
The one constant element has been 
the supnort of Russia for the Jugo- 


slavs. That it should be USA which 


sends the ultimatum today indicates 
(1) how completely the destiny of 
Eurepe has passed out of her own 


«Worst winter’ faces 
million D.P.s 


A ROOFLESS 
HOUSE 


HEN the winding-up of UNRRA 
was proposed at its recent 
Geneva Conference, a Polish dele- 
gate commented that this reminded 
him of “architects, who, after a 
great effort, build a house but ston 
short of a roc.” 
Time (Aug. 19), reporting this, com- 
ments: 
[ UNRRA’s roofless house were 
still ten hungry countries—and 
nearly one million DPs of 55 
nations. Less than 10% would be 
repatriated by 1947. About 
97,000 were Jews, most of whom did 
not want to go back to the lands 
from which terror had driven them; 


many non-Jews were equally re- 
luctant to go home. ... 
La Guardia was not to blame... for 


lack of planning by other agencies. 
Last week, in fact, he made a 
moving plea on behalf of those who 
live in the “ roofless house.” 


“ Just imagine those DPs month 
after month and year after year, 
sitting there with their own pro- 
blems. It is demoralizing, I want 
action on this matter. Please I beg 
of you, whatever we may do, let us 
not leave these people aban- 
doned.. .” 


MPHE only agency which had_ the 
clear duty to “come in” was 
UN’s International Refugee Organi- 
zation, but it could not begin to 
function until the General Assembly, 
scheduled to meet in September, 
formally organizes it and participat- 
ing governments vote funds. Under 
the best’of conditions it could not 
take over the DPs until late next 
winter. 

Each year Europe’s forgotten million 
looked toward each approaching 
winter with the conviction that it 
would be the worst yet for them. 
They have usually been right. They 
might be right again this year. 


hands, (2) thow wildly provocative the 
new dictator of Jugoslavia hag become 
with the support of the new Russia, 
and (3) how eager the USA is to seize 
the opportunity of giving a warning 
to Russia at least as plain as the 
warnings Russia hag given. 

Soberly speaking. the behaviour of 
Tito hag been stupid and worse. It 
has doubly shocked the sensibility of 
the American people., Its moral 
idealism is staggered at such a re- 
sponse to the real muniificence of its 
help to Jugoslavia. Its nationalist 
pride is outraged by so public and 
contemptuous, as well as crude and 
callous, an insult to the national 
dignity. Englishmen are growing 
accustomed to swallowing affronts. 
In order to, realize the ‘shock the 
affair has given the USA we have to 
remember what would have been the 
effect on British opinion forty years 
ago of so deliberate an “insult to the 
flag.” 

oe There’ has never been such a swift 
deterioration of feeling of America towards 
Russia and her satellites. The eff:ct has been 
to precipitate into categorie hostility not only 
such dubious counsellors as the Hearst 
McCormick press, but eminently fair-minded 
newspapers like the New York Times and the 
Herald-Tribune. The evolution of the New 
York Times from an Olympian arbiter to an 
angry partisan iis indeed breath-taking.” 


ae ae Correspondent, Observer, Aug. 
25). 


Inside Russia 


T CAN only chronicle the circulation 
of reports that the internal con- 
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PAGES FOR PEACE NEWS 


T IKE other newspapers, Peace 

4 News will be able to in- 
crease its size as a result of the 
recently-announced newsprint 
concessions, 

From the end of September we 
hope to produce a six-page issue 
at least every other week. 

But we are still debarred from 
“sales promotion” activities at 
the centre. We appeal to our 
readers. therefore, to heln us 
make the utmost use of the better 
value we shall offer to subscribers 
next month. 


August 30, 1946 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Blacksteck Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


Safe—or Sound? 


HE recruiting drive for the 

armed forces has been a 
dismal failure. Very few men 
who have endured the services 
—at any rate in the humbler 
ranks to which the majority of 
men are confined—want to remain in 
the armed forces; and of those who 
do, it must be granted, few would 
make the grade as responsible citizens 
of a democracy. Yet in theory 
responsible citizens of democracy 1s 
precisely what they are. It being 
generally held, as a self-evident truth, 
that the first duty of a citizen is to 
defend his own country, it follows that 
the voluntary recruit for the armea 
forces is the citizen who performs his 
duty. 

Theory and fact are in hopeless con- 
tradiction here. The volunteer sol- 
dier is, on ‘an average, hardly the 
pattern of an exemplary citizen. He 
is, in fact, generally a sub-standard 
one. Equally, his volunteering for 
the armed forces seldom proceeds 
from any sense of civic obligation at 
all. There may be occasional excep- 
tions to these two complementary 
generalizations; but they are phe- 
nomenal. Easy money, a dislike of 
civvy street, a desire for adventure, 
are more real incentives than any 
sense of social duty—a theme on 
which recruiting propaganda, which 
presumably knows its business, is 
conspicuously silent, 


As a matter of history, British 
democracy managed to rub along 
pretty well so long as its military de- 
fence could be entrusted to its sub- 
standard citizens—of all classes. The 
army officer of British tradition, hke 
the private soldier, was generally the 
man who ¢ould not make the grade. 
It was not a very edifying expedient: 
it was one of the many aspects of 
British prosperity that did not bear 
close inspection. But it worked. 
One could be sentimental about “ the 
thin red line,” so long as it sufficed 
that it should be thin. 


But now we live in a_ different 
world. Voluntary recruiting could 
never conceivably supply the demands 
of the fighting services today. There- 
fore—so runs the arsument—we must 
have conscription. But why should a 
conscious democracy pay the faintest 
heed to the demands of the fighting 
services? They are the demands of 
men—wartriors by profession—who 
have been conditioned since childhood 
to believe that an army and a navy 
are necessary to salvation, and the 
bigger the better. Why, in the name 
of commonsense. should a conscious 
democracy pay heed to such people 
today? They want to ignore the 
atom-bomb, simply because it makes 
arrant nonsense of their profession. 
But conscious democracy cannot 
ignore the atom-bomb. What it can 
and must ignore is the so-called 
“ authorities ’ who do ignore it. 

Will any conceivable army or navy 
defend a democracy against the atom- 
bomb? If every single man, woman 
and child in this countrv were con- 
serinted fior the whole of their lives, 
would Britain be any better protected 
against destruction than it would be 
without any army or navy at all? 
The plain answer is: Not an atom! 
If any nation is going to start sling- 
ing atom-bombs about we are equally 
in the soun. whether we have an army 
of ten millions or ten. 


- Then let us have an army of ten: 
and let our citizens spend their lives 
in trying to live like men and women, 
and not like a crowd of frightened 
monkevs. Nothing can make us 
safe; but our own determination can 
make us sound. 


_ If we have to die—and that does 
not devend unon us at all—let us die 
with the satisfaction of not having 
consented to the final degradation of 
the human species. That is what, it 
comes to now—a simple decision to 
remain human. That micht save 
ba Assuredly nothing else 
will. 


The Significance of Pacifist 


HAVE already given two 
examples of pacifist service, 
which provide a basis for seeking 
a definition of the term. Firstly, I 
presume that pacifism means some- 
thing more than opposition to war. It 
is an attitude to life which we wish 
to see applied to all relations between 
men—in the direct contact of one man 
to another; and in the relationships 
of proups, small and large, including 
nations, to each ether. We wish to 
see the application of values on which 
this attitude is based, in every rela- 
tion of man to his environment. 
There ig no philosophy peculiar to 
all those who personally resist war, 
which covers the whole range of this 
attitude. Men are inspired to resist 
war by a variety of beliefs, religious 
and otherwise, which they hold in 
common with some who do not resist 
war-service, while on other issues 
they may hold similar views. 


Friendship and Goodwill 


Beliefs in the value of the individual 
person, and in the minimum use of 
coercion, are not the prerogative of 
the pacifist. Pacifism is only defin- 
able in terms of a perfectionist atti- 
tude and in this it does not differ at 
all from Christianity. It is based on 
the best aspirations of a number of 
religions and attitudes to life. The 
difficulty is that the further we get 
from the consideration of conduct on 
the level of nation and nation, the 
smaller is the area of agreement, 

We come, therefore. to the conclu- 
sion that pacifism, ‘as something 


Service 
by Edgar McCoy 


This is the second article in the 
series on pacifist service contri- 
buted by the leader of the PSU 


in Manchester. 


distinct from other beliefs, can only 
be described in terms of trends of 
belief, that is, against the use of 
violence and unregulated force, in 
favour of the highest respect for in- 
dividual persons in all situations, and 
the application of the way of friend- 
ship and persistent goodwill. 

This suggests that pacifist service 
does not mean service which can be 
performed by pacifists only. That is 
a sterile definition. It is more fruit- 
ful to consider it as service carried 
out with the particular emphasis 
which pacifists place on certain re- 
ligious and philosophical ideas—the 
trends of belief as indicated above. 

Pacifist service efforts have a three- 
fold significance; to the individual 
pacifist, to the pacifist movement, and 
to the development of certain -social 
services. The experience gained in 
any one sphere of life will be of value 
in throwing light on to the difficulties 
in others. Better understanding of 
individuals will lead to preater 
understanding of group behaviour, 


LETTERS 


Hymns and the spirit 


AJOT unlike Ethel’ Mannin, I detest 
= pious people; even most hymn 
singing seems pious. If I were as 
gifted as E.M. I'd sing drinking songs 
in German—or even Russian. At 
present I have to be content with 
“Onward Christian Soldiers.” 

But, seriously, it’s the Spirit that 
humanity detects; whether it’s hymns 
or drinking songs! Hymns alone are 
little substitute for Fatherland and 
family. 

Having written letters to the appro- 
priate Government officials and 
corresponded with the Borough M.P. 
about the ending of P.o.W. conditions, 
I am desperate to convey a sense of 
fellowship to the P.o.W. 

Perhaps Ethel Mannin will tel! me 

what she is doing. .. . She talks of 
“food and fags”; she may be glad to 
know that for many months I 
[passage deleted—Ed., PN.] 
_ But there must be many like E.M. 
judging by the lack of response I have 
had. Either the idea is repulsive or 
the journey of several miles regularly 
on bikes until the end of November is 
too great a strain. I do not know. 
But it looks as if I shall have to con 
tinue my “local preaching.” 

One day Ethel Mannin and I might 
be singing hymns and drinking songs 
together—who knows? 

W. STANLEY SEAMARK. 


2 Great Russell St., 
Northampton. 


Sense of humour 


TP IKE an oasis in the desert, like a 
gleam of sunshine on a rainy 
day the letter of Miss Ethel Mannin 
lit up the somewhat austere pages of 
this week’s “ Peace News.” I read, 
and re-read it with satisfaction, and 
a certain amount of chuckling. 
What common sense—and what 
truth! However, the fact that it was 
published proves that pacifists are not 
without a sense of humour. We must 
at all costs guard against being smug. 


(Mrs.) MAUDE CHANDLER. 
230a London Road, 
West Croydon. 


Warmest appreciation 


WWHILST agreeing with the first 
uv paragraph of Ethel Mannin’s 
letter, we cannot understand the econ- 
nection which she sees between this 
attitude and that of Stanley Seamark’s 
letter, which she ridicules. 
_ To term hymn-singing “bleating” is 
in itself part of the “blah-blah-blah” 
which is the stock-in-trade of the 
militant anti-religionist. 

Yes, we all know they want 
cigarettes, food and a departure date. 
As for the latter, they would have 


gone home long ago if pacifists had 
had any voice in the matter. 


But—because man does not live by 
bread alone—the P.o.W.s need the 
things of the spirit as much as any 
of us. Let us reassure those who go 
and sing of these things to the pri- 
soners that they will find the warmest 
appreciation of their bleating. 

DOUGLAS & MOLLY NICHOLSON. 


Broadgate, Warmington, 
Peterborough. 


Ex-serviceman’s view 


| READ the letter by Ethel Mannin. 
I agree with her. I served in 

the Forces during the war, but I 

agree with all your principles. 


I would suggest that, at a time like 
this, when everyone is sick and tired 
of being told what to do, you tend 
to emphasize the “moral and 
spiritual” too much. I know this is 
the basis of the whole thing, but does 
the man vou want to convert? If he 
wants religious advice, he can go to 
church. 


Arrange meetings where would-be 
prcifists can sing, dance. and be jolly, 
Make them realize that a pacifist its 
not a fossil. You cannot really ex- 
nect the majority to be interested in 
“moral rearmament, and spiritual 
welfare.” 


JACK BAXTER. 
411 Waterloo Road, 
Blackpool. 


Plea for Polish soldiers 


T WOULD like to bring to public 

notice the case of the Polish 
soldiers of the German Occupation 
Army of the Channel Islands now in 
PoW Working Camn near Grimsby 
and in other parts of England. Those 
unfortunate men were forced into the 
Wehrmacht. 


I spoke to many of them during the 
Occupation of Jersey and from their 
own lips and in their own language I 
heard their tragic story: the safety 
of their families was the sole meason 
why they became German soldiers. 


I receive weekly letters from these 
Poles who write that they are in PoW 
Working Camps and treated as Ger- 
mans. They are put to work on 
farms for 5s. or less a week and all 
their personal property has been con- 
fiscated. Treated as enemies and not 
ag allies they see no chance of their 
returning home as they all wish to 
do. 

P. CASIMIR. 


Font-Hill, Woodville Ave., 
Jersey, C.1. 


Peace News is open for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signed or unsigned, do not 
necessarily represent the policy af the Peace 
Pledge Union, of which it is ithe weekly organ. 
Nor does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply any endorsement of, or PPU connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 


including that on the international 
level, and practical work on the pro- 
blems of applied pacifism at the 
personal level is a step towards fit- 
ting the individual for pacifist action 
in the fields of political or national 
struggle. 
A group of pacifists engaged on 
the sort of work described in a 
previous article may be regarded as 
a laboratory of experimental 
pacifism, both in respect of learn- 
ing and experience for the individ- 
ual member and of the social 
significance of the results achieved. 
It is doubtful whether the pacifist 
movement realizes the full signifi- 
cance of Pacifist Service Units of full- 
time members working in several dis- 
tricts. Through six years of total 
war and in the difficult post-war 
period, when feeling against pacifists 
wag strong, the Units have invariably 
been known by their full title to alt 
with whom they have come-into daily 
contact—neighbours, officials and 
social workers alike. 


Optimism and patience 
The publication of the book 


“Problem Families” was a notable 
event for pacifism, as it was the first 


account published in our name 
of a practical job of work 
dione by British pacifists. That the 


workers are all conscientious objec- 
tors is~ prominently stated. Its 
favourable reception in all quarters, 
including most of the social and 
medical journals, as a _ piece of 
original social service work, cannot 
fail to be of benefit to pacifism 
generally, 

“ Social Work,” journal of the 
Family' Welfare Association, refers 
to the book as “a portent,” and says 
that the Units have evolved an en- 
tirely different technique, based on a 
different philosophy ... for the solu- 
tion of the problem.’ The same 
reviewer concludes: “It can only be 
carried out by workers fired by the 
desire for service and passiionate be- 
lief in the value of the individual that. 
inspires the Pacifist Units.” 

Among other favourable reviews 
“The Lancet” in particular 
stresses the importance of the 
attitude brought to the work and 
says: “‘ The essence of the work is 
seen ag a personal relationship, 
optimistic but not sanguine, tire- 
lessly patient, rejecting no situa- 
tion as hopeless.” 


Need for full--time teamwork 


In addition to the credit which js 
reflected on the pacifist movement by 
the devoted and efficient undertaking 
of such difficult jobs of service, it 
seems to me that if the pacifist or- 
ganizations acknowledge such service 
to be relevant to pacifism, and sup- 
port it wholeheartedly, there will be 
better health within the movement 
and less of the sense of frustration 
which is often felt within at. 

It is essential that pacifists should 
engage jin activities where their be- 
liefs and policies are immediately 
relevant. Service ventures are in a 
real sense a discipline to the pacifist, 
who is forced to put his beliefs to the 
test in a way which is not required 
of the purely international pacifist, 
who deals only in theories and situa- 
tions in which he has no opportunity 
to be personally effective. 

Thus, pacifists have a great oppor- 
tunity to make a significant contribu- 
tion to the treatment of various sub- 
normal and anti-social types of 
people. At the same time it can be 
of great benefit to the pacifist move- 
ment if the work is done by full-time 
teams representing the movement. 


(To be concluded.) 


HOUSMAN’S 


We have obtained from India a 
limited number of the following 
works of 
MAHATMA GANDHI: 

My Experiments with 
Truth. (An Auto- 
biography) 12s. 6d 


Non-Violence in Peace 


and War 14s. 


Please Order Without Delay 
124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.I. 
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BAOR WiVES——. 


“BITTERNESS 


Q\NE of the biggest factors in 
XY inereasing the bitterness of 
the Germans against the occupa- 
tion forces was the billeting of 
BAOR men’s wives in houses 
cleared of their German occu- 
pants, it was stated in Edinburgh 
yesterday by the Very Rev. Prof. 
John Baillie, former Moderator 
of the Church of Scotland, who 
has just returned from a tour of 
the British zone. He had seen 
whole streets cleared of their 
residents in various towns, with 
no explanation given. 


—Manchester Guardian, Aug. 22. 


PLAN FOR P.o.W.s 


The Bishop of Chichester and an 
ex-Serviceman both wrote a letter to 
The Times last week urging the re- 
patriation of German prisoners of 
war. 

“Let the British Government,” 
states the Bishop of Chichester, 
“announce the’ impending release of 
the great bulk of the prisoners at a 
very early date, and simultaneously 
state frankly the issues to the 

prisoners themselves and to Germans 
in_the British zone.” 


From Western Germany 


THE CONQUERING ARMY 


“ TFOW much longer I shall be able 

- to stand being a member of a 
conquering Army I dont know. 
Sometimes I feel like committing 
suicide. I don’t think I shall; but I 
shall probably have to come back to 
England to recover my mental balance 
sometime about the end of the year.” 

This particulary paragraph appears 
at the end of a letter sent to R. W. 
Huzzard, of Hull, by a friend of his 
now serving with the BAOR in 
Western Germany. The same letter 
was quoted in the Manchester Guard- 
ian last week and on comparison with 


THE NOTORIOUS 
CORBETT BISHOP 


[XN the Catholic Worker for August 

Dorothy Day describes a long 
visit by the most notoricus CO in 
America, “Corbett Bishop, the 
absolutist, who, during three separate 
imprisonments was on a_ hunger 
strike for 80, 160 and 250 days re- 
spectively, and during this time 
forcibly fed through the nose. I do 
not think that I have ever met any- 
one who has been go successful in 
overcoming the flesh. He has in him 
the spirit of the martyrs .,. one of 
these good normal human beings (and 
we certainly are experiencel crue’ 
in having the care of those who have 
many a quirk mentally and_ pi:ysic- 
ally) full of love for his fellows, but 
determined to make the protest 
commensurate with the zreatness of 
the evil he was combattinz, 

“He never hated or felt resent- 
ments towards his captors (that 
sounds like a line out of a ‘actyr- 
ology) and certainly great cruelty 
was inflicted on him. He was 
pinched until he was black and blve, 
he was beaten over the legs with 
Dilackjacks, and for six months he 
was deprived of clothes, a most subtle 
form of torture worthy of Germany 
or Soviet Russia. I had sent him 
Eric Gill’s Stations of the Cr ss, and 
he real aloud to the jail doctor the 
meditation on the stripping of Jesus.” 


; this area. 


were gained by pacifists. 


the copy sent to Peace News it is 
identical in every erespect except for 
this final paragraph. 


The writer iof the letter states: 


“Life out here is still pretty dis- 
tressing. We are completely ruling 
the lives of the people in the Zone and 
ye we do not consider that we have 
any moral responsibility to provide 
food and shelter for them. 


“ Now families are coming out, and 
for every English persion brought out, 
seven Germans are turned out of 
their homes on an average—that is in 
The houses and cellars 
are already full, the air raid shelters 
are overcrowded with peaple living in 
absolutely foul conditions, so what 
happens to these people who are 
turned out of their homes, I don’t like 
to imagine. 


“T have just received a petition 
from 70 people in a street of small 
houses who have received notice to 
quit. But nothing can be done. 
“Unless the Allies face up to their 

responsibilities and feed and shelter 
Germany, iit seems impossible that 
the nation will recover morally. 
They will eventually recover econom- 
ically, but the longer it is delayed the 
more sure tis it that we shall have a 
nation of Germans among whom a 
great proportion have somewhat 
warped outlooks due to lack of school- 
ing, lack of hope, etc. People fail to 
realize that it is impossible to expect 
an impoverished nation to educate its 
people tin citizenship and world 
citizenship.” 


ANOTHER PACIFIST 


Following the news that Geraint 
Bowen was chaired at this year's 
National Eisteddfod, we learn that 
another pacifist also gained honours. 
He is the Rev. Rhydwen Williams, a 
young’ Baptist minister who was 


crowned bard for his poem called 
“The Pioneer.” 


Many other lesser literary awards 


“Let the Government appeal to all 
Germans of suitable age and ability 
to volunteer for work on British 
farms, to ensure that next vean’s har- 
vest can be gathered. Let it an- 
nounce that it needs 200,000 men and 
say: . 


“We will shelter vou. feed you, 
keep vou under proper conditions, 
and pay you the proper wage. You 
will live in eamps as. civilians, 
under British authority, but know- 
ing that what you do js a great 
voluntarv contribution to the 
world’s food production.’ ” 


The writer added that he had dis- 
cussed this proposal with German 
pastors who recently wicited England 
and they said that they were certain 
that such an appeal, put jin an 
authoritative and understanding way, 
would evoke a respemse from young 
and unmarried Germans that weuld 
be ample for our needs, 


‘Finding is keeping’ principle 


Mr. A. S. Crawley states: 

“The recent war made it clear. 
and particularly clear to those of 
us who served abroad for several 
years, that prolonged exile from 
home is one of the most deadly 
possible wounds that can be tn- 
flicted on the modern citizen 
soldier, and one of the = surest 
sappers of his morale. Whatever 
our title to receive reparation from 
the German nation as a whole, it is 
doubtful whether it is expedient or 
right to levy such a toil as this 
upon those who have wme into our 
hands through the fortunes cf 
battle, on the principle of ‘ finding 
is keeping.’ ” 

* * * 


A memorial, calling for the release 
of German prisoners of war has also 
been sent to the Prime Minister. It 
is signed by 875 people from all walks 
of life, including churchmen of all 
denominations as well as 188 Mem- 
bers of Parliament. 

It earnestly requests the Govern- 
ment: 

1. To draw up a definite scheme 
for the release of these men and, 
if necessary, by various cate- 
gories; and 

2. To announce this scheme to the 
prisoners with the minimum of 
delay, since the certainty of release 
even at a relatively distant date 
would be less intolerable than the 
present uncertainty, 

The Memorial is sponsored by 
“Save Europe Now.” 

* + * 


A coroner, passing a verdict of 
suicide while of unsound mind on 
Heinrich Holze, aged 21, also added 
his opinion last week that German 
prisoners of war shoukl be returned 


The P.o.W. and the 


PREFAB 


NPANY of the German 
sprisoners of war who have 
been working on farms for some 
time have been very good at their 
work and we"! behaved. 

But thcse employed in towns 
are becoming difficult. Usually, 
it is only a matter of grumbling, 
but the other day I heard of a 
German prisoner working on a 
building site who expressed his 
disgust in a more forthright 
manner, 

He was driving a bulldozer 
when he decided to express his 
boredom with the climate and 
the world in general by driving 
straight into a prefabricated 
house. 

The machine went clean 
through the “ prefab” and came 
out on the other side. 

When it was explained to him 
that he had committed a serious 
offence he said he realized that 
he would be shot but it was well 
worth it and was led away 
laughing heartily, 

—Donald McCullough, in the 
Sunday Chronicle. 


| TEN YEARS AGO | 


Peace News, August 29, 1936. 


“The terrible civil war in Spain is 
one more warning to us that we are 
living on the edge of a powder maga- 
zine which at any moment may send 
us all back to barbarism,” said Mr. 
George Lansbury at a demonstration 
at Penistone on Saturday. 

* *x * 


Despite the fact that conscription 
has been introduced in fascist Aus- 
tria the semi-dictatorship allowed 
sufficient expression of opinion to 
enable the proposed conscripts to lodge 
appeals against being drafted if they 
so desired—with the result that more 
than a third of Vienna’s youth alone 
has just recorded its opposition to 
conscription! 

Our Special Correspondent’s mes- 
sage from Vienna has just arrived— 
too late for publication this weak. 

* */ * 


An appeal asking for the release of 
45 Nazarenes who have suffered years 
of imprisonment as conscientious 
objectors, on account of their re- 
ligious convictions, has been sent to 
Prince Paul, Regent of Yugoslavia, 
by the Women’s International League. 

* * * 
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GERMAN PASTORS SUPPORT BISHOP’S 


4—PEACE NEWS, August 30, 1946 


FEAR AND TERROR IN CALCUTTA 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


dition of Russia is nothing like so 
secure as propaganda represents it to 
be. For all I know these may pro- 
ceed from wishful thinking, or from 
an attempt to supply a rational cause 
for the otherwise incomprehensible 
intransigence of Russian policy. The 
reports may be the consequence of 
arguing that a policy so uniformly 
provocative and aggressive can only 
be another instance of the classical 
tactic of compensating for internal 
weakness by external aggressiveness. 
Anyhow, the fact is that circumstan- 
tial reports of Russian internal diffi- 
culties are being circulated. 

If they gain credence—and there 
must be people iin the USA State 
Department who are capable of 
assessing them—the present obvious 
urge to call the Russian bluff will 
gain strength. Calling a bluff in the 
world today, is a dangerous game; 
but really less dangerous than to 
shrink from calling it. 


Civil War in India 
MPHE local Civil War in Calcutta— 
the word riot conceals the truth 
—is an evil omen for the new interim 
Government whose constitution was 
announced on Monday. It would be 
irresponsible to disguise the fact that 
there is a very real danger of the 
mhole of India being plunged iinto 
mutual murder, 


At this point of crisis, it would be 
foolish to apportion responsibility for 
the situation. Unless the dynamic 
leaders on both sides—Gandhi and 
Jinnah—do their very utmost immedi- 
ately to reach agreement, in the 
eonviction that any agreement is 
better than none, religious fanaticism 
and mass hooliganism will get com- 
pletely out of control. 
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TECHNOCRACY 


N 
A Political Policy for Pacifists. Hn 
Send 6d. - or nothing but stamp 2.d. \ 
Dr. J. C. Jones, 109, South Norwood Hiil, 

S.E.25 ‘\ 
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to keep you fit and gay 
from HAMMERTON’S FERRY, 
Twickenham any day— 
Where the restful beauty of 
river and trees 
Create thoughts of brotherhood, 
Peace.and ease. 
(Do write Brother Attlee to 
abolish conscription please.) 
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LONDON REPS. AVAILABLE 


HIS commonest of all disease con- 
ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, towers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicatethesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a_ prescription. with 56000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent ; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarrh. 

Send stamps 5d. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person. 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 


CATARRH 


I take from a description of 
these terrible riots by an_ English 
business man (Manchester Guardian, 
Aug. 22), this memorable account of 
the night of terror on Aug. 17: 

“From a flat high up in Central Caleutta 
it seemed as if the city was ringed in by a 
circle of rioting. The air was full of the 
noise of mob-violence—a deep-throated 
ululation which rose and fell but never ceased, 
compounded of thousands of voices giving vent 
to their hatred, their terror and their despair. 
It was a roar more terrifying, more sinister, 
more murderous than can be imagined, 
emphatic with every gradation of passion and 
cruelty.” A 

Incidentally, the Ciommanist 
“Humanité” of Paris had the 
wickedness to report this disaster 
under the heading: “ Under the fire 
of British tanks 4,000 victims lie in 
the streets of Calcutta.” Not an 
atom of responsibility for these mob- 
murders falls upon the British Army 
or the Central Government; unless 
the Central Government is to be 
blamed for not having previously dis- 


missed the Bengal ministry—a Mos- 
lem League affair—which the 
Caleutta Statesman charges with 


having connived at the deliberate 
organization of the riots. 


Invisible export 


NE iis shocked by any sober 
* aecownt of the conditions under 
which the native mimerg in South 
Africa work at wages one-tenth of 
those of a European miner. (A pair 
of grey-flannel trousers, which as 
readers of Sarah Gertrude Millin will 
remember is the badge of dignity for 
a Kaffir, costs five weeks’ wages). 
This is exploitation of ‘the native at 
its cruel and naked worst. But what 
can Britain do about it? South 
Africa ig an independent nation. 
And though it makes effective Com- 
munist propaganda to represent the 
wicked ‘injustice done to the South 
African native ag one of the crimes 
of the British Empire, the truth is 
that the British Empire is not an 
empire at all. It is not a political 
unity: and Britain has mo more con- 
trol over the native policy of South 
Africa than it has over that of USA. 
Yet, in spite of the great difficulties, 
the trade union movement among the 
African workers is growing: but it 
seems more probable that this will 
lead to fierce repression rather than 
liberation—so reactionary ig the 
temper of the white South Africans 
as a whole. It is high time. I think, 
that we gave up being iimpressed by 
Gen. Smuts’ idealistic speeches on 
international affairs. He takes very 
good care not to advocate putting his 
idealism into practice at home, and 
fiving a square deal to the natives. 
Smuts’ idealism is for export only. 


GERMAN CHILDREN HOLIDAY 
IN EIRE 


More than 100 needy German 
schoolchildren left the Ruhr last weex 
for Wire, where they will stay with 
“adopted parents” until conditions in 
the British zone of Germany improve. 

When they arrive in Fire the 
children will spend six weeks in a re- 
habilitation centre in the mountains 
vf County Wicklow before joining 
Irish families. 

According to a Reuter message 
from Herford, Westphalia, an official 
of the welfare section of the control 
commission—which is sponsoring: the 
scheme with the Irish Red Cross— 
said that the children, who are both 
Catholic and Protestant, are all drawn 
from large ‘families. 


FROM WAR TO PEACE 


Ears, tongues and tails of animals are being 
made for children’s toys from the rubber of 
Service respirators and other war stores at a 
factory in Long Buckby, Northants. 

Bomb fuse tins become the boilers of rail- 
way engines and sheepskin from flying boots 
the manes of hobby horses.__News item in 
Daily Herald, August 12. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX CHANGES 

AXMINSTER— Delete. 

MIDLAND REGIONAL BOARD—Leonard 
A. Broomfield, now at: 61 Witherford Way, 
Birmingham, 29 (Selly Oak 0495). 

COVENTRY—Leslie Norman, 12 
Stanton Road, Coventry. 

OSWESTRY—J. C. Hamer, now at: Olinda, 
50 Roft Street, Oswestry. 

BRACKLEY -—Delete. 

MELTON MOWBRAY —Delete. 


Stoney 


BOLTON ({Lanes.)—Alex Manning, 3 
Heather Hal! Cottages, Georges Lane, Bolton. 

LEEDS—Horace England, Friends MH, 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds, 2. 


NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM RE- 
GIONAL BOARD also NEWCASTLE—Ray- 
mond QO. Wylde. now at Friends’ MH, 
Pilgrim's Street, Newesstle-on-Tyne (and not 
as given Inst week). 

MORPETH—Alex Carmichael, 
Wood Cottages, Clifton. Nr. Morpeth. 

WHITLEY BAY-—J. Cranson Potts, 57 
Monkseaton Drive, Whitley Bay. 


Dovecoate 


FAO will consider 
‘‘Operation Joseph’’ 


N Monday next the Food and 
~ Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations meets in Copenhagen 
to consider Sir John Boyd Orr’s pro- 
posals for a World Food Board 
designed to stabilize prices in inter- 
national markets, build up a world 
reserve of food and to develop agri- 
culture in backward countries so as to 
banish famine from the face of the 
globe. 


Commenting in the News Chronicle 
on the supreme importance of the out- 
come of this conference Ritchie 
Calder points out: “ The world ought 
to have learned its lesson. We had 
the depression, the unemployment, 
the hunger marches of the ’thirties. 
We have had a war which at Teast 
has taught us how to survive by the 
rational handling of food and agricul- 
ture, and we are just staggering back 
from the brink of famine, which 
planning on a world scale alone has 
averted.” . 

According to Sir John Boyd Orr 
there has never been enough food in 
the world and unless some plan of this 
kind is adopted there will be a most 
grave agricultural crisis in 1949. 
Before the war, when food was being 
destroyed to maintain prices, half the 
world population was consuming less 
than 2,250 calories daily, per head. 
But calorie intake does not tell the 
whole story. At the lower levels of 
consumption the food consists mainly 
of cereals, which are the cheapest 
satisfiers of hunger. A diet suffictent 
for health must contain a large pro- 
portion of animal products and fruit 
and vegetables. 


Buffer-stocks 


The Board would thave funds to 
build up a world reserve of food. 
When products fell below a certain 
price, the Board would take them 
into reserve, and when world prices 
tended to rise above a certain level, 
it would release the reserves to 
stabilise prices. In this way it would 
eliminate the uneconomic practice of 
destroyng surplus supplies of food 
to maintain prices in the international 
markets. The “safety reserves ” 


held by the Board for this purpose ! 


would vary from six to twelve months 
supplies, according to the commodity. 

Sir’ John claims that his plan would 
result in the general elimination of 
hunger, 2 greatly expanding market 
for agriculture, accompanied by 
guaranteed prices and a tremendous 
demand for industrial products. 

* * * 


Last week Mr. Hynd officially an- 
nounced that an agreement in prin- 
ciple between Britain and America 
had been reached to institute a com- 
mon standard ration of 1,550 calories 
for the two zones in Germany, as iin- 
dicated in Peace News a fortnight 
ago. 

Rations in the British zone were 
often much lower than the official 
level of 1.050 calories before a slight 
increase last month was made, while 
the present level for town-dwellers 
has now been increased to just over 
1,800 calories. 


Hamburg’s hungry die 


ONFIRMATION that these mea- 
sures are rather belated comes 
from the Allied Control Comm@ssion 
itself which announced last week that 


twelve persons died in Hamburg from: 


hunger oedema during the last week 
of July and that 1,189 cases of the 
disease are reported from the city. 

“Facts and figures on the food 
situation in Hamburg are not allevi- 
ating the anxiety that exists in 
official circles” it is stated. Tuber- 
culosis continues to cause grave 
anxiety as well and there were 4,372 
fresh cases reported in the first five 
months of this year, 

The authorities, however, aire 
making great efforts to save the 
German children as an official said 
that 200,000 school-children in the 
Hamburg area are getting school 
meals of 300 calories a day. The 


food for these meals comes from j 


Brit'sh sources and they are to be 
continued through the holidays. 
It has to be remembered that even 


inereased rations will take time to; 


improve the genera] health of Ham- 
bure’s population. Even if people 
ean be given materially more food 
this «winter than they have been 
getting since the spring, the effect of 
winter iin wppalling housing con- 
ditions on people who have been 
under-nourished for months. will 
certainly be severe. 


COLOUR 
- BLINDED 


“Isaac Woodward was a sol- 
dier from October, 1942, to 
February 13 last, when he was 
discharged at Camp Gordon, 
Georgia, after honourable service 
in. the Philippines and New 
Guinea, for which he was 
awarded a battle star. 

“On the night of his discharge, 
still wearing uniform, he boarded 
a bus at Atlanta for Winnsboro, 
South Carolina, to pick up his 
wife and come on to New York to 
see his father and mother. 

“At the next town of Aiken 
the driver fetched the police and 
complained Woodward was dis- 
turbing the bus. No one else 
complained. 

“One policeman asked him if 
he was discharged and when he 
said ‘Yes, began beating him 
about the head with his trun- 
cheon. Woodward grabbed it. 
Another policeman aimed a gun 
at him. At the police station he 
was knocked wneonscious and 
punched in the eyes with a 
truncheon. Next morning when 
he awakened in a cell he was 
blind.” 

And his only offence was 
eolour of his skin. 
Stuart Gelder, 
Chronicle. 


the 


in the News 


€ se) 93 
‘ Democracy through joy 
es ( pRDINARY people do not want 
to drop atom bombs on other 
countries but they allow themselves 
to be organized into states which do 
not represent the standards that they 
cherish,” declared Donald Port, at a 
PPU open-air meeting at Streatham 
Common on Sunday of last week. 
Mr. Port pointed out that the fascists made 
many people feel that they were taking part 
in the total life of the community. If we were 
concerned to build a society which answered 
effectively the fascist menace we must change 
the whole pattern of life in this country. But 
we must not only give people joy and gaiety: 
we must also develop to the ful} the exercise 
of personal responsibility which was the 
characteristic of democracy. 


Words of Peace No. 185 
VICTORS AND EVIL 


How little victors seem conscious of 
the taint of evil in their good, and of 
their share in the evil against which 
they have fought, of the temptation to 
pride in thetr victory and the corrup- 
tion of vindictiveness in their anger! 
How quickly they forget the scruples 
which tempted them to evade their 
duty in the hour of danger. See how 
simply the victorious nations speak of 
the difference between “ peace-loving ” 
nations and those who break the 
peace! Notice how they tend to 
obscure the fact that the peace of the 
future depends upon the moderation 


of the pride of each victor, so that . 


they may attain a decent accord with 
each other. Instead, they would 
make it appear that if only the van- 
quished foe may remain permanently 
humbled and maimed, no threat to the 
world’s peace can arise. The tend- 
ency to identify our relative justice 
with ultimate justice and to regard 
the foe a congenitally evil, is one of 
the terrible fraits of the anger which 
warfare arouses. There is an awful 
blindness in such anger. 

—Reinhold Niebuhr in “Discern- 

ing the Signs of the Times.” 

(C.S.M.) 
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Notice 
* 


Trafalgar Square 
Saturday afternoon 


October 19th 
PPU demonstration 
* 
Do PLEASE book it! 
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